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theories of nonintervention and the practice of international relations separately, 

which made it impossible to assess the theories properly. Grouping theories of 

nonintervention by the nationality of their authors was also a flaw.22 Another 

shortcoming was Kamarovskii's failure to analyze the Monroe Doctrine (1823), 

which vowed noninterference by the United States of America in the internal 

affairs of the European states and demanded the noninterference of the European 

states in the political affairs of the Americas. 

The greatest shortcoming of Kamarovskii's thesis was a contradiction in its 

basic concepts. While insisting on the need to distinguish intervention from 

mediation and war,23 and while demonstrating the extreme danger of interven-

tionism, Kamarovskii nevertheless recognized the legitimacy of intervention on 

the basis of "the higher demands of altruism" for the purpose of protecting cer-

tain common human interests. Kamarovskii did not reckon with the fact that such 

a vague argument could be used in practice to justify virtually any interference in 

the internal affairs of another state. Numerous instances of intervention by the 

United States of America in our own day are justified as a means of defending 

"common human interests," whereas in fact we see the egotistical interests of 

national or global elites at work. 

F. F. Martens, an authoritative Russian scholar of international law, declared 

that "all exceptions to the principle of nonintervention" are "dangerous." 

Nevertheless, he allowed that intervention in the internal affairs of states is per-

missible in certain cases, such as: 

1) where intervention is based on a treaty, e.g., where one state has promised to 

guarantee the system of another. It goes without saying that a guarantee to 

preserve the existing order of another state is atypical, but if it is based on a 

treaty, it cannot be negated. 

2) where a coup d'etat violates the positive legal rights of other powers;  

3) where intervention is prompted by the intervention of another state 

(counterintervention) .
2 4 

In contrast to Kamarovskii, Martens found the legal basis for intervention in the 

violation of laws, not of interests. 

 
22 Most of Kamarovskii's book is devoted to summarizing the views of his European and 

American contemporaries: Karl von Rotteck, Heinrich von Rotteck, Carl Friedrich Heiberg, 

August Wilhelm Heffter, Johann Kaspar Bluntschli, Henry Wheaton, William Beach Law-

rence, Carlos Calvo, Richard Wildman, Robert Phillimore, Augustus Granville Stapleton, 

Paul Pradier-Fodere, Pellegrino Rossi, Terenzio Mamiani, Pasquale Fiore, Ercole Vidari, 

Augusto Pierantoni, and Giuseppe Amari. The book also takes into account an essay by the 

Russian legal scholar M. N. Kapustin, "Pravo nevmeshatel'stva, ogranichivaiushchee nezavi-

simost' gosudarstv," in Kapustin, Obozrenie predmetov rnezhdunarodnogo prava, vyp. 2, otd. 

2-6 (Moscow: Universitetskaia tipografiia, 1856), otd. 6. 

23  Kamarovskii, Nachalo nevmeshatestva, 103. 

24  F. F. Martens, Sovremennoe mezbdunarodnoe pravo tsivilizovannykh narodov, 2 vols.  

      (St. Petersburg: Tipografiia Ministerstva Putei Soobshcheniia [A. Benke], 1882-83), 1:297. 
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When Kamarovskii spoke of the objective foundations of international law, he 

meant conditions that are independent of acts of will, be it the will of individuals 

or of powerful states. These conditions include "the distinctive physical character-

istics of Europe," "the ethnic kinship of the European peoples," "their spiritual 

kinship," and "the parallelism of their historical growth and development" (17). 

Kamarovskii regarded Russia as a "special world," a country that "differs more 

from Europe than the individual European nations differ from one another." 

Russia's difference consists not just in the great size of the country and its geo-

graphical location between the European and Asian worlds, but in other facts 

of Russian history, such as the adoption of Christianity from Byzantium rather 

than Rome, the long struggle against plunderers from Asia, the long separation 

from Europe, and so on. "But Russians, like the Slays in general," Kamarovskii 

believed, 

are members of the great European family of nations, first of all, because they 

are Christian, and second because, like the Romance and Germanic peoples, 

they are Aryans and possess the talents common to the latter. Thus, while 

international law has its roots in the soil of Western Europe, it is not foreign 

or hostile to Russia and the other Slavic peoples; rather, while respecting 

and recognizing their particular characteristics, international law unites all 

Christian peoples into one great, living family. 

(30) 

Kamarovskii believed that the science of international law is "a logical deduction 

from the principles of all other disciplines of law and [also] their natural and pro-

found culmination." In a striking analogy, he opined, 

international law occupies the same place in the system of jurisprudence 

that philosophy occupies with respect to the branches of human knowledge 

in general: it unifies and completes them. However, there is also an impor-

tant difference. Whereas philosophy plays a purely theoretical, abstract, and 

logical role, international law is living, hence many-sided and real. 

(84) 

Thus, in the scholarly study of jurisprudence, Kamarovskii regarded international 

law as the science of sciences. He believed that a basic knowledge of international 

law was obligatory not only for jurists but also for statesmen, politicians, journal-

ists writing on international themes, and so on: 

A broader knowledge of the principles of international law among the edu-

cated classes is highly desirable. This will enlighten the minds of the popu-

lace, moderate its passions, and augment peace. Political opportunists and 

hack journalists will have fewer opportunities to toy with the destinies of 

nations to accomplish their dark personal goals. 














